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Appendix 

Detailed analysis of responses to each question 

 

Q1  Total of 96 survey respondents - comprising a mixture of existing property owners 
(Up to 10 years old and older) as well as those considering purchasing a property in the 
area in the next 3 years.        

 26% of respondents own a property in Harwell which is 10 years old or less 
 11% of respondents are currently considering purchasing a new home in the area in 
the next 3 years 

63% of respondents own a property in Harwell which is more than 10 years old 
      

Key Finding: Total of 96 survey respondents - comprising a mixture of existing property 
owners (Up to 10 years old and older) as well as those considering purchasing a property 
in the area in the next 3 years.         

        

Detailed Analysis of respondents who own a property less than 10 years old.
   

Q2 52% own a property between 1 up to 4 years old      

 32% own property between 4 up to 10 years old      

 16% own a property less than 1 year old       

Key Finding: 68% of respondents said their properties are four years old or younger. 
            

Q3 Status  

85.2% said they were the first owners when they purchased their property 
  

Key Finding: The overwhelming majority (85.2%) said they were the first owners when 
purchasing their property.       

        



 

 

Q4 Reasons for buying        

 78% said Price was essential     1st 

 70% said Location was essential     2nd 

 44% said the Environment was essential    3rd 

 41% said Efficient and cheap to run was essential   4th 

 30% said Appearance was essential    5th 

Key Finding:  The Environment and being Efficient and Cheap to Run were the 3rd and 4th 
reasons viewed as essential for choosing to buy their properties.  Price was the most 
essential reason and Location was second.       

        

Q5 Options         

 60% said they were offered options on flooring (carpets etc) 

 0% said they were offered options for greater energy efficiency (eg. thicker 
insulation, upgraded glazing)    

 37% said they paid extra for flooring options 

 0% said they were offered options for solar energy generation (solar panels or 
solar hot water)       

 30% said they paid extra for bathroom options      

 47% said they did not pay extra for any options      

 3% one respondent noted they paid extra for their garden to be turfed in favour 
of un-sustainable artificial grass.       

Key Finding:  A large percentage of respondents said they were offered options on 
kitchens and flooring when they purchased their property.  No respondents were offered 
options for greater energy efficiency, solar energy generation or installation of a home car 
charging point. 

 

Q6 Paying extra for Options -       

 37% said they paid extra for kitchen options      



 

 

 37% said they paid extra for flooring options      

 30% said they paid extra for bathroom options      

 47% said they did not pay extra for any options      

 3% one respondent noted they paid extra for their garden to be turfed in favour 
of un-sustainable artificial grass.       

Key Finding: Over a third of respondents said they paid extra for options. Nearly a half 
said they did not pay extra for options       

        

Q7 Options would like to have been offered at the time they purchased -   

52% said they would like to have been offered options for home car-charging  

 45% said they would like to have been offered options for energy generation 
(solar panels/solar hot water)      

41% said they would like to have been offered options for greater energy 
efficiency (e.g. thicker insulation, upgraded glazing)     

31% said they would like to have been offered options for heat-pumps and 
underfloor heating        

28% said they would have like to have been offered options for flooring (under-
floor heating and carpets)      

 24% said they have no options they would like to have been offered   

 14% said they would like to have been offered kitchen options   

 7% said they would like to have been offered bathroom options  

 3% one respondent said they would like to have been offered an outside power 
socket.      

Key Finding: A sizeable proportion of respondents (more than 40%) would like to have 
been offered options for home energy generation (solar panels and solar hot water) and 
greater energy efficiency (thicker insulation, upgraded glazing).  A majority of respondents 
(52%) would like to have been offered options for home car-charging.      
           

 



 

 

Detailed analysis of respondents considering purchasing a property in the 
Harwell area in the next 3 years       

        

Q8 Budget of those considering buying a brand-new property in the next 3 years  

 46% £301,000 - £400,000      

 21% £501.000 - £750,000      

 15% £251,000 - £300,000      

 10% £401.000 - £500,000      

 3% £250,00 or less      

Key Finding: 46% of respondents are considering a budget of £301,000 - £400,000. Over 
20% of respondents are considering a budget of £501,000 to £750,000   
    

        

Q9 Reasons for choosing to buy a property       

64% said the Environment was essential    1st 

 59% said Location was essential     2nd 

 48% said Price was essential     3rd 

 34% said Efficient and Cheaper to run was essential  4th 

 26% said Appearance was essential    5th 

Key Finding: A majority (64%) said the environment (green spaces/quieter/air quality) was 
essential in choosing a property. 59% said Location was essential and 48% said Price was 
essential.  Only 34% said properties being Efficient and Cheaper to run was essential, 
although 64% said it was important.       

        

Q10 How much extra would prospective purchasers be prepared to spend to make sure 
their new property had very high levels of energy efficiency?    
   

 7% said more than 5% of the property purchase price     



 

 

 11% said more than 3% up to 5% of the property purchase price   

 22% said more than 2% up to 3% of the property purchase price   

 15% said more than 1% up to 2% of the property purchase price   

 15% said more than 0.5% up to 1% of the property purchase price   

 7% said up to 0.5% the property purchase price      

 22% said they would not be prepared to spend extra.    
  

Key Finding: A large majority (77%) would be prepared to spend extra to make sure their 
property had very high levels of energy efficiency.  22% said they would not be prepared 
to pay extra.       

        

Q11 Given climate change how important do you feel it is that the new houses being 
built in the Harwell/GWP area should have very high standards of energy efficiency?  

80% said it was essential      

 14% said it was important      

 5% said it was quite important      

 1% said they were not sure      

Key finding: 96% of survey respondents said that the new properties being built in The 
Harwell/GWP area should have very high levels of energy efficiency   
    

        

Q12 The Government and many local authorities including The Vale of the White Horse 
and South Oxfordshire district councils have declared a climate emergency. Given this 
situation do you think that where possible, solar panels should be installed in the roofs of 
new properties being built in the Harwell/GWP area. Solar panels would make an average 
3 bedroom new property approximately £4,000 more expensive to buy, but they would be 
cheaper to install while it's being built rather than purchased and fitted on the roof 
retrospectively at some future point.        
      

71% Said yes      



 

 

 22% Said it should be offered as an option      

 5% Said they were unsure      

 2% Said no      

Key Finding: The overwhelming majority of survey respondents (71%) said that they felt 
solar panels should be installed in the roofs of new properties being built in Harwell/GWP 
area.       

        

Q13 In a climate crisis do you think that properties with solar panels and high levels of 
energy efficiency are likely to be worth more?       

 59% said yes      

 23% said they were unsure      

 18% said no      

Key Finding:  Many survey respondents (59%) said that properties with solar panels and 
high levels of energy efficiency are likely to be worth more. 

 


